[David Stockman's Royal] We  leave the final epitaph to Bill Bonner, who has spent as many years observing Imperial Washington’s follies as has your editor, and to a more lyrical effect:

And then on Sunday [Aug 15, 2021], like the other great empires before it, it [The United States] came to the end of the road.
The puppet government in Kabul, set up by the U.S. government, fled on helicopters…
 an eerie reminder of the fall of Saigon in 1975.
Afghanistan is known as the “graveyard of empires.” And we doubt this episode will be an exception.
The British left Afghanistan in 1919, after 80 years of frustrating warfare. 
Less than 20 years later, the British empire was, essentially, finished. 
The Soviet Union gave up trying to pacify Afghanistan in 1988; two years later, the Soviet Union collapsed.
And now, it’s America’s turn.
